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the legend which hallows it may be trusted.
Many of the stony hills are excavated into caves,
supposed to have been sepulchral chambers,
which resemble the Indian rock-temples, and
probably belong to that early period in which
the Athenian race retained much of their
oriental character. The original destination of
these caves is a matter as uncertain as that of
the catacombs of Rome and Naples, cities which
have never ceased to be inhabited from the time
that the excavations were made, and which yet
can render as little account of them as man can
give of much that lies at the foundations of his
moral and social existence. One of these caves
preserves the memory, if not of its original
purpose, at least of its most memorable applica-
tion, and is called the "prison of Socrates."
It consists of three dark chambers opening
into each other, the last of which coromuni-
cates with the open air by moans of a sort of
tunnel, wrought through the rock, and issuing
into light at the summit of the hill The
Philosopher, from whose capacious soul proceeded